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	Job Title
	Chemist

	Reports To
	Head of Innovation

	Department
	Innovation

	Location
	Lab



	Primary Purpose of the Role:
The primary purpose of this role is to support the development, testing and optimisation of new and existing product formulations within Vuba’s Innovation Team. The Chemist will play a critical role in driving product innovation, continuous improvement and maintaining Vuba’s position as a market leader.

Working closely with a collaborative and growing team, the Chemist will contribute to formulation development, analytical testing, method validation and technical reporting, ensuring products meet performance, quality and regulatory standards. This role requires strong technical capability, analytical thinking and a proactive approach to problem‑solving, supporting both R&D initiatives and wider business objectives.



	Key Accountabilities

	(The key responsibilities of the role against which performance is measured)

· Formulate, develop and optimise new and existing product formulations.
· Operate, maintain and calibrate laboratory instruments to support accurate and efficient product development.
· Develop and validate analytical methods tailored to R&D needs, particularly for Polyurethane formulations and blends.
· Interpret complex analytical data to support product development, troubleshooting and quality improvement.
· Prepare detailed technical reports, documentation and presentations in line with internal protocols and industry standards.
· Engage effectively with internal and external stakeholders to support product development and commercial objectives.
· Stay updated with industry trends, new analytical techniques and regulatory requirements.
· Work independently and collaboratively in a fast‑paced environment, demonstrating adaptability and a positive approach to change.
· Ensure compliance with safety, health and environmental regulations in all laboratory activities.
· Carry out additional ad‑hoc duties as required.





	Competencies
· Technical expertise – Strong understanding of polymer chemistry, analytical methods and formulation development.
· Analytical thinking – Able to interpret complex data and apply insights to product development and problem‑solving.
· Innovation – Brings new ideas, techniques and approaches to support continuous improvement and product innovation.
· Organisation and planning – Manages multiple projects, deadlines and priorities effectively.
· Communication – Clear written and verbal communication, able to present technical information confidently.
· Collaboration – Works effectively with cross‑functional teams and external partners.
· Problem solving – Identifies issues, evaluates solutions and implements effective corrective actions.
· Adaptability – Thrives in a fast‑paced environment with evolving priorities and technical challenges.



	Qualifications
	Essential
	Desirable

	(What are the qualifications required for this role)
	
	

	· Bachelor’s, Master’s or PhD in Analytical Chemistry, Polymer Chemistry, Materials Science or related field
	✔
	

	· Strong experience with Polyurethane
	✔
	

	· Familiarity with ISO/ASTM standards related to polymer testing
	
	✔



	Experience
	Essential
	Desirable

	(What experience is required for this role)
	
	

	· Proficiency in using and troubleshooting analytical instrumentation
	✔
	

	· Demonstrated ability to work independently and in cross‑functional teams
	✔
	

	· Excellent analytical thinking, problem‑solving and data interpretation skills
	✔
	

	· Effective written and verbal communication skills
	✔
	

	· Prior R&D experience in plastics, petrochemicals or polymer manufacturing
	
	✔



	Specific Skills/Knowledge
	Essential
	Desirable

	(What are the skills required to sustain this role)
	
	

	· Strong understanding of polymer chemistry and formulation development
	✔
	

	· Ability to develop and validate analytical methods
	✔
	

	· Experience operating laboratory instruments and equipment
	✔
	

	· Strong technical reporting and documentation skills
	✔
	

	· Knowledge of industry regulations and laboratory safety standards
	✔
	

	· Experience with polyurethane systems
	✔
	

	· Knowledge of advanced analytical techniques
	
	✔




	Behaviours to be Demonstrated
(What behaviours are required to sustain this role)
	Essential
	Desirable

	· Demonstrates professionalism, integrity and accountability
	✔
	

	· Resilient and adaptable in a fast‑paced environment
	✔
	

	· Innovative and continuously seeks improvement
	✔
	

	· Collaborative and builds strong working relationships
	✔
	

	· Takes ownership and responsibility for tasks
	✔
	

	· Detail‑focused with a commitment to quality
	✔
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